U.S. EPA pollinator protection actions by Frizzell, Damon P.
Proceedings of the Integrated Crop Management
Conference
Proceedings of the 25th Annual Integrated Crop
Management Conference
Dec 4th, 12:00 AM
U.S. EPA pollinator protection actions
Damon P. Frizzell
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Follow this and additional works at: https://lib.dr.iastate.edu/icm
Part of the Apiculture Commons, and the Entomology Commons
This Event is brought to you for free and open access by the Conferences and Symposia at Iowa State University Digital Repository. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Proceedings of the Integrated Crop Management Conference by an authorized administrator of Iowa State University Digital
Repository. For more information, please contact digirep@iastate.edu.
Frizzell, Damon P., "U.S. EPA pollinator protection actions" (2013). Proceedings of the Integrated Crop Management Conference. 11.
https://lib.dr.iastate.edu/icm/2013/proceedings/11
  2013 Integrated Crop Management Conference - Iowa State University — 61
U.S. EPA pollinator protection actions 
Damon P. Frizzell, agriculture advisor, Region 7, United States Environmental Protection 
Agency 
A number of factors have been associated with pollinator declines and the losses of managed honey bees (Apis 
mellifera) in particular. These factors include pests, disease, nutrition, loss of habitat and, pesticides. The EPA has 
been working aggressively to protect bees and other pollinators from the potential effects of pesticides and has 
engaged a broad range of stakeholders both domestically and internationally to develop recommendations for 
assessing and mitigating potential risks of pesticides to bees. 
Under the Food Quality Protection Act (FQPA) EPA is required to re-evaluate each pesticide every 15 years to 
ensure that as science and policy evolve, all pesticides continue to meet the standard of no unreasonable adverse 
effect to human health or the environment established under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide 
Act (FIFRA). EPA acknowledges the concerns regarding the potential role that a relatively new class of pesticides, 
i.e., neonicotinoid insecticides, may have on bees, and has scheduled the Registration Review of all neonicotinoid 
insecticide products including posting of problem formulations and proposed work plans for each of these 
compounds for public comment. The preliminary risk assessments for these compounds will be completed in 2017, 
and data call-ins have been issued to address uncertainties related to both exposure and effects that have been 
identified for these compounds. 
The EPA, in collaboration with Health Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency and the California Department 
of Pesticide Regulation, developed a quantitative process for estimating the potential risks of pesticides to bees. The 
Agency has also been working with a broad range of stakeholders on different actions aimed at reducing potential 
exposure and risk. 
These efforts include actions to reduce exposure from abraded dust from pesticide treated seed, development of Best 
Management Practices (BMPs), and enhanced outreach efforts to better inform beekeepers, growers, applicators and 
crop advisors on BMPs for protecting crops while reducing potential pesticide exposure to bees. The Agency is also 
focusing efforts on providing guidance on investigating and improving mechanisms for reporting bee kill incidents.
Under FIFRA, the label is the law. For products that are known to be harmful to bees, EPA includes information on 
the pesticide label aimed at protecting bees. Improving label language for pesticides presenting potential risks to 
pollinators is also being addressed through the clarification of terms on pesticide labels. 
